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Record of changes to the Luton and Bedford Template CMO.


	Paragraph / type of change
	Reason for change / new wording

	Typographical change throughout document
	The applicant —> The local authority

	Title
	Included the word ‘sitting’ 

	Style
	Font changed to those used in the Peele J standard orders for consistency as well as paragraph indent

	Style
	Format of dates changed to those used in the Peele J standard orders for consistency

	Parties and representation
	Redesigned section on parties and representatives

	Parties and representation
	Removed emails of advocates (reflecting concern about the risk of giving this out at every hearing)

	Parties and representation
	Added the name of the guardian 

	FAS
	Added reference to advocates’ meetings in FAS section

	Typographical change throughout document 
	advocates meetings —> advocates’ meetings

	Recital B
	Included recital on important dates: 
A.	The court records the following important dates:
a.	The date of the ADM is: [insert date]. 
b.	The date(s) of the parents’ appointments in preparation for their final evidence are: [insert date(s)].

	4 - Date for details of alternative carers to be provided to the LA
	7 days after CMH —> no later than 1 working day after the CMH

	5 – important note on alternative carers
	Formatted the ‘important note’ so that has a paragraph number (new paragraph 5). Corrected typo. 


	6 - Date for viability assessment
	3 weeks after CMH —> date 2 weeks after CMH

	6 - Date for special guardianship assessment 
	15 weeks after CMH —> date 14 weeks after CMH

	6(b)
	Update as to progress of SG checks:
If positive, the applicant must by 4.00pm on [date 10 weeks after CMH] provide to the parties an update in writing as to the progress of the necessary checks and references.  


	6(d)(i) - Date to notify LA of challenge to alternative carer assessment
	7 days —> 5 working days

	6(d)(ii) - Date to make application to challenge further assessment
	14 days —> 7 working days

	6(d)(iii)
	Various typos

	7(b)
	Typo

	8(e)
	Typo

	9 – number of alternative carer assessments 
	Restriction to 3 candidates at any one time:
[the local authority shall undertake no more than 3 viability assessments at any one time].

	13 – parents’ response
	Revised wording on threshold to reflect Re D

	14 – 16
	Included FGC standard directions 

	17 – capacity assessment
	send to the court —> send to the court and the other parties

	18 – litigation capacity hearings
	Removed the following wording:
 There will be a hearing at [insert time and date] to assess the question of capacity to litigate.

	19 – litigation capacity hearing
	Removed the following wording:
On receiving confirmation that the party has capacity the solicitor for the party assessed shall immediately inform the court that the capacity hearing is not required.

	20 – litigation capacity hearing
	Reformatted and removed reference to a litigation capacity hearing. New wording:
If the assessment concludes [insert name] lacks capacity, then that party’s solicitor shall no later than 72 hours after receipt of the report confirm whether or not [insert name] accepts the conclusion of the report. The following directions apply: 
a. in the event that [insert name] challenges the assessment that they lack capacity, upload a C2 application to FPL seeking a hearing to assess the question of capacity to litigate, setting out proposed directions for any such hearing including whether they seek to challenge the expert by way of cross-examination and with a proposed length of hearing. 
b. the event that [insert name] accepts the assessment that they lack capacity, does not seek to challenge its contents ,and there is no other person proposed to act as a litigation friend then the parties shall within 72 hours of the assessment file a consent order vacating the capacity hearing and making provision for the instruction of the Official Solicitor of England and Wales to act on behalf of the party, subject to her consent.


	26 – Disclosure 
	Typo

	28 - Expert directions
	Have included wording from Re K and S into the template

	40(c) – parenting assessment
	Typo

	44 – Date for LA evidence 
	[date 14-18 weeks after CMH] —> [date 14-16 weeks after CMH]

	46 – date for parents’ final evidence
	date 14 working days after date for applicant’s evidence] —> date 7 working days after date for applicant’s evidence]

	47 – final threshold 
	Revised wording on threshold to reflect Re D 

	48 – date for CG final analysis
	[date 14 working days after parents’ evidence] —> [date 7 working days after parents’ evidence]

	54 – foreign evidence









	Removed section in light of recent case law and email from DFJ in WLFC:
It is incumbent on all parties to ensure compliance with FPR PD22A as to the calling of evidence from a party outside the jurisdiction. With this in mind:
a. as soon as it becomes apparent to a party that they will likely need to call such evidence in support of their case they must commence and take all steps required to confirm the capacity of that witness to give evidence from the location in question and by the means proposed;
b. in all cases each party should proactively consider whether it is likely to need to call evidence from a witness outside the jurisdiction no later than 6 weeks prior to the IRH/EFH. In the event the same is likely then that party should immediately take the requisite steps to confirm the ability of that witness to give evidence from that location and by the means proposed;
c. a party will be required to explain any failure to comply with this provision at the IRH/EFH in the event such failure is likely to delay the final hearing of the case.

	55 – AVM
	Corrected typos and removed reference to foreign witness:
If any witness intends to give evidence from abroad, the parties should satisfy themselves that there are no known issues with a witness giving evidence from that jurisdiction;

	56 – IRH
	Included the name of judge to IRH and that parties must attend one hour in advance of the listed time



 



