Please use this template medical records disclosure order in public and private law cases. The order must be directed to the relevant NHS Trust (please see the list of local NHS Trusts at the end of the order).
Her Honour Judge Thomas, Designated Family Judge for Birmingham, March 2021
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Description automatically generated]In the Family Court	Case Number: BM[		]
sitting at Birmingham



The Children Act 1989

[bookmark: _Hlk506649940]The Child[ren]
Name				Girl/Boy		Date of Birth
[Name]			[Sex]			[1st January 2020]


MEDICAL RECORDS DISCLOSURE ORDER 
MADE BY [JUDGE NAME]
AT A [TYPE OF HEARING] 
ON [DATE]

1. [bookmark: BMD_1]The Parties and Representation
(a) The applicant is [Birmingham City Council / Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council] (the local authority), represented by [barrister/solicitor name] [instructed by [instructing solicitor name, firm name]] whose email address is [email]. The allocated social worker is [name].
(b) The first respondent is [name] (the mother), represented by [barrister/solicitor name] [instructed by [instructing solicitor name, firm name]] whose email address is [email].  The mother was present / The mother was not present due to [ ].
(c) The second respondent is [name] (the father), represented by [barrister/solicitor name] [instructed by [instructing solicitor name, firm name]] whose email address is [email].  The father was present / The father was not present due to [ ].
(d) The third [and the fourth] respondent [is] / [are] the child[ren] (by their children’s guardian, [guardian name]), represented by [barrister/solicitor name] [instructed by [instructing solicitor name, firm name]] whose email address is [email]. 
(e) The intervener is [name], the [relationship to child], [in person], represented by [barrister/solicitor name] [instructed by [instructing solicitor name, firm name]] whose email address is [email]. The intervener was present / The intervener was not present due to [ ].

Recitals
2. This is an order for information to be provided to this Court by the NHS Access to Records Team at [Name of NHS Trust – SEE TABLE BELOW FOR A LIST OF LOCAL NHS TRUSTS]. References herein to “the NHS Trust” should be construed accordingly. 
3. The reason that this request for information is made is to enable the Court to resolve the proceedings justly.

4. The child [name (born [date])] is understood to have been admitted to [Name of Hospital, Clinic or Walk-in Centre] from [date] to [date].

5. This order was made at a hearing [without notice] / [on short informal notice] to the NHS Trust. The reason why the order was made [without notice] / [on short informal notice] to the NHS Trust was that the order was made within extant care proceedings to which the NHS Trust is not a party. The NHS Trust has the right to apply to the Court to vary or discharge the order – see “The right to seek variation or discharge of this order” below.


[BY CONSENT]
THE COURT ORDERS

6. By 2pm on [date], the NHS Trust shall disclose to the local authority all documentation relating to the child [name] (born [date]), which shall be served unredacted (save that contact details and addresses can be redacted), including all:
(a) birth records;
(b) clinical notes;
(c) nursing evaluation notes;
(d) safeguarding documents;
(e) interdepartmental correspondence;
(f) photographs (including high quality copies where available);
(g) body maps;
(h) child protection booklets;
(i) x-rays, CT scans, MRI scans and any other scans;
(j) blood test results and any other test results;
(k) skeletal surveys;
(l) ophthalmological surveys;
(m) [post mortem reports, including provisional and supplementary reports (if any)];
(n) other reports; and
(o) other material available.

7. By 2pm on [date], the local authority shall serve a copy of this order (sealed or unsealed) upon the NHS Trust, together with a letter providing details of the solicitors representing each party, to include the full name of the firm, the full postal address, the reference at that firm dealing with the matter, and the email address and direct telephone number of the solicitor with conduct.

8. By 2pm on [date], the local authority shall file and serve the disclosure received in a paginated format.

9. The information when supplied may be used only for the purposes of these proceedings and must not be disclosed to any third party without the express permission of the Court.

The right to seek variation or discharge of this order

10. The NHS Trust may apply for discharge or variation of this order, upon giving two clear business days’ notice of the hearing to the parties, by 2pm on [date]. 

11. For the avoidance of doubt, in the event that the NHS Trust wishes to redact the disclosure save as permitted by this order, then an application to vary the order must be made to the Court. 

12. [Costs.]



Ordered by:	[Judge]

On:		[Date]




Note to the Court Office: Please delete the following aide memoire when the order is drawn..


LIST OF NHS TRUSTS IN THE BIRMINGHAM AREA

	NHS TRUST

	HOSPITALS / CLINICS

	Birmingham and Solihull Mental Health NHS Foundation Trust
	· Approximately 50 sites across Birmingham and Solihull. See here for a full list: https://www.bsmhft.nhs.uk/contact-us/sites/

	Birmingham Community Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust
	· Approximately 200 sites across Birmingham, including walk-in centres and surgeries. See here for a full list: https://www.bhamcommunity.nhs.uk/about-us/locations-and-maps/?p=1 

	Birmingham Women’s and Children’s NHS Trust
	· Birmingham Children’s Hospital
· Birmingham Women’s Hospital


	Heart of England NHS Foundation Trust
	· Now part of University Hospitals Birmingham NHS Foundation Trust.

	Sandwell and West Birmingham NHS Trust
	· Birmingham and Midland Eye Centre (Eye Hospital)
· Birmingham City Hospital (Dudley Road)
· Birmingham Treatment Centre (Dudley Road)
· Great Bridge Health Centre
· Heath Street Health Centre
· Lyndon Health Centre
· Rowley Regis Hospital
· Sandwell General Hospital


	The Royal Orthopaedic Hospital NHS Foundation Trust

	· Royal Orthopaedic Hospital

	University Hospitals Birmingham NHS Foundation Trust
	· Good Hope Hospital
· Heartlands Hospital
· Queen Elizabeth Hospital
· Solihull Hospital


	West Midlands Ambulance Service University NHS Foundation Trust

	· Please use the separate order template for disclosure from the West Midlands Ambulance Service.
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