Please use this template for urgent directions on issue and allocation.  Hearing to be listed with 7 days.
Her Honour Judge Thomas, Designated Family Judge for Birmingham, February 2023.
The local authority shall complete all the details on the first page of this order and submit it with the application. 


Case Number: BM…

In the Family Court                                                                  
sitting at Birmingham 


The Children Act 1989
	

The Child(ren)
Name				Gender			Date of Birth	
XXXX				Boy/Girl		DOB	
XXXX				Boy/Girl		DOB	
XXXX				Boy/Girl		DOB	
XXXX				Boy/Girl		DOB	


URGENT DIRECTIONS ON ISSUE AND ALLOCATION.  HEARING WITHIN 7 DAYS, 

ORDER MADE ON [insert date]

THE DATE BY WHICH THE PROCEEDINGS MUST BE CONCLUDED IS [insert date]

DISTRICT JUDGE: / HER HONOUR JUDGE:                                    

ASSISTANT JUSTICES CLERK:

The Parties
1. Birmingham City Council / Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council has made an application on [date] for [specify Part 4 application] supported by the following annex documents:

· C110A application 
· Local authority SWET 
· Index of checklist documents

Right to apply
As these directions have been made without a hearing you may ask the Court to reconsider this order. You must do so within seven days of receiving this order by writing to the Court (and notifying any other party) and asking the Court to reconsider. Alternatively, the Court may reconsider the directions at the first hearing. 

Confidentiality warning
The names of the family and the child[ren] are not to be disclosed in public without the Court’s permission.

Compliance warnings 

All parties must immediately inform the allocated judge as soon as they become aware that any direction given by the Court cannot be complied with and must seek in advance an extension of time to comply. 

In the event that a party fails to comply with directions and / or fails to attend any hearing without good reason, the Court may make final orders, including care orders and placement orders, at that hearing.


1. The application form and annex documents have been considered by the Court which has given directions upon issue and allocation. 

THE COURT ORDERS

1. Jurisdiction
 
The Court declares it is satisfied that it has jurisdiction in relation to the child[ren] based on habitual residence. 
 OR
The child[ren] [was] / [were] habitually resident in the jurisdiction of England and Wales immediately before they were wrongfully removed or retained, and they have not acquired a new habitual residence in another Member State and satisfied the conditions in Article 7 (a) or (b) of the 1996 Hague Convention on Jurisdiction, Applicable Law, Recognition, Enforcement and Co-operation in Respect of Parental Responsibility and Measures for the Protection of Children.  
OR
This is a case of urgency, and the Court is taking necessary measures of protection in respect of the [child[ren] who [is] / [are]] / [property belonging to the child[ren] which is] present in England and Wales.


1. Allocation 
The proceedings are allocated to His / Her Honour Judge [ ] / District Judge [  ] / Assistant Justices Clerk [  ]. 

1. Appointment of Children’s Guardian
A children’s guardian, [(name if available], shall be appointed for the child[ren]. 
OR
	A children’s guardian will not be allocated in time to appoint a solicitor and so [solicitor’s name] of [firm] is appointed as the solicitor for the child[ren]. 

1. Urgent Hearing 
a) The proceedings are listed for a [contested/uncontested] hearing to consider the application for an interim care order at [10am/10.30am/2pm] on [date] before the Magistrates / District Judge [  ] / Deputy District Judge [  ] / His / Her Honour Judge [  ] / Recorder [  ], with a time estimate of 3 hours [or as appropriate]. The parties and their representatives shall attend court by no later than one hour before the hearing for pre-hearing discussions. 

b) The local authority having indicated that it wishes to apply for an urgent hearing to consider an interim care order [and to remove the child(ren)], the parties are directed to discuss, if the listing of the hearing permits, any directions that will be applied for, whether any part of the hearing will be contested and the length of the hearing, and the local authority shall inform the Court in writing by [time/date] of the agreed or different positions of the parties.

c) If removal of the child[ren] is sought by the local authority, it shall, by no later than [time] on [date], file and serve a short skeleton argument setting out how it submits that the test for removal is satisfied. 

1. Service
a) [If appropriate] The time for service of the notice of the proceedings is reduced to [insert time and date (or in an exceptional case, number of hours)] because [insert brief explanation].

b) By 2pm on [date], the local authority shall serve on all the parties and [name of any other person] the application form and the annex documents filed with the court, together with any annex documents not filed and the evidential checklist documents. 

c) By 2pm on [date], the local authority shall file and serve on all the parties [and name of any other person] the following annex documents which have not been filed with the application:
[] the social work chronology, if this is not included in the SWET;
[] the social work statement and genogram;
[] the current assessments to which the social work statement refers and on which the 	local authority relies;
[] the care plan(s) if not included in the SWET;
[] the index of checklist documents.

d) By 2pm on [date], the local authority shall serve on [name] (the father without parental responsibility) notice of the proceedings, if he is known and no party has raised doubts about paternity. 

1. Participation Directions
The Court has concluded that there are currently no parties or witnesses for whom it is necessary to make participation directions because:
(a) no matters have been drawn to the attention of the Court and it is aware of no reasons which would lead it to conclude otherwise; and
(b)  …
[bookmark: BMC_12_3]
OR

(a) The Court considers that it may be necessary to make participation directions in respect of a party or witness.

(b) [bookmark: BMC_12_4]If they have not already done so, any party who considers that specific measures need to be taken to enable a party or witness to understand the proceedings and their role in them when in court, put their views to the Court, instruct their representatives before, during, and after the hearing or attend the hearing without significant distress, shall file an application notice and include the following information, as far as practicable:
(i) why the party or witness would benefit from assistance;
(ii) the measure or measures that would be likely to maximise as far as practicable the quality of their participation and/or evidence and why; and
(iii) written confirmation from any relevant witness of his/her views.


1. Advocates’ Meeting 
a) The solicitor for the child[ren] shall, if possible, arrange an advocates’ meeting prior to the interim care order hearing. The advocates’ meeting shall be attended by those who are instructed on the key issues in the case and should, wherever practicable, be attended by the advocates who will appear at the hearing. 

b) The solicitor for the child(ren) shall, if possible, file and serve the minutes of the advocates’ meeting.

1. Case Summary and Draft Case Management Order
By no later than 2pm on the day before the interim care order hearing, the local authority shall file and serve:
1.  its case summary (in the form directed by the Designated Family Judge); 
1. a skeleton argument (if the matter is likely to be contested) which clearly sets out the grounds upon which the local authority asserts that the test for removal is satisfied; and
1. wherever practicable, a draft case management order in the prescribed form. 


1. Children’s Guardian’s Analysis
By no later than [time and date], the children’s guardian shall file and serve a case analysis in respect of the issues for consideration at the hearing. 

OR
By no later than [time and date], the solicitor for the child(ren) shall file and serve a position statement in respect of the issues for consideration at the hearing.

OR
The children's guardian shall be in a position orally to present a case analysis at the hearing.


1. Interpreters
The Court shall arrange for the attendance of an interpreter for any party who is not represented and where evidence shall be given at the hearing. It appears that an interpreter fluent in [language (and dialect if necessary)] is required.


1. Bundles 
a) By 2pm on [date], the local authority shall, where time permits, upload to the Portal a paginated bundle to comply with Practice Direction 27A.
b) No document other than a document specified in these directions or in accordance with the Rules or Practice Directions shall be filed by any party without the Court’s permission.

1. Case Management Hearing
(a) The matter is listed for a case management hearing before [Judge] sitting at the Family Court at Birmingham at [time] on [date], with a time estimate of [ ] hours.
 
(b) The directions in respect of this hearing shall be given at the hearing of the application for an interim care order(s).


[bookmark: LastEdit]Dated [date] 
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